LEICESTER MAY DAY
SOLIDARITY WITH FASHION WORKERS
& WORKERS IN STRUGGLE!

150 YEAR
CELEBRATIONS
Sunday, 1st May, 2022, free entry
11am to 3pm at Highfields Centre
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FOREWORD
Welcome to the Leicester and District Trades Union Council
(L&DTUC) May Day magazine.
I am writing this while war wages in Ukraine, while the Tory
Chancellor offers next to nothing to ordinary people during the
most severe cost of living crisis since records began, and just
after the announcement that P&O have sacked 800 workers to
replace them at a fraction of their pay.

It has never been more important to join a trade union and get
active.
I am extremely proud to carry on the work which L&DTUC has
been doing as we celebrate our 150th anniversary of bringing
together trades unions throughout the area to try and improve
the lives of working people and their families. This does, always
has and always will, include people who are unable to work due
to unemployment, illness, disability or any other reason.

This year our May Day event is focussed on our campaign to
end poor wages and conditions in the garment trade. When I
was growing up this sector was a source of well paid and secure
jobs. With effective trade unions we could have that again.
If you are not in a trade union then join one. If you are in a trade
union then make sure that your branch is affiliated to L&DTUC
so we can all work together.
Today we celebrate the achievements of organised labour
throughout the world. Tomorrow we organise to win that world
for everyone.
Solidarity!
Chris Willars
President, Leicester & District Trades Union Council
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1986 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
Since taking office, this Tory
Government has mounted a
systematic attack upon our
Nationalised Industries, local
authority services, the N.H.S. and
now the Water Industry is being
lined up, too.

$300 million. That's our investment
which is being handed over lock
stock and barrel to the shareholders and there's no prizes for guessing who they will be. Now the
Tories have turned their covetous
eyes towards our Water, an
essential ingredient of life. This is
an industry owned by the ratepayers, not the Government.
You've really got to hand it to these
new-style Tories - compared to
Thatcher, Dracula appears a latterday saint.

In the case of Nationalised
Industries, the Tories introduced a
bill into Parliament which changed
the status of these industries into
companies under the companies
act. This allows the relevant
Minister to dispose of shares when
he/she pleases. Half the shares of
British Cable and Wireless have
been disposed of in this way.

There are many other examples but
on these three alone the Tories
stand indicted of acting against the
national interest.

Due in part to the recession, which
has been exacerbated by the
Tories monetary policies, allied to
resistance from Trade Unions and,
surprisingly enough from boards of
management, sales were not
moving fast enough. So this
Government, with the collective
morality of a deranged vampire, set
about restructuring balance sheets
in order to expedite the sales of
public assets. To put it more
bluntly, we are all victims of the
Great Rip-off.

Those of us who are employed by
local authorities, the N.H.S. and
other public utilities are only too
well aware of what privatisation
means in terms of job security,
wages and working conditions.
Freely negotiated agreements have
been torn up; below poverty-line
wages are being paid and fear is
the norm in many workplaces.
As consumers the public are
becoming increasingly aware of a
deterioration of standards and
services, and this is only the
beginning.

The sale of our North Sea oilfields
and British Gas means we're
trading off twenty years supply. In
the case of British Airways the
Treasury will be writing off debts to
the tune of $1 billion against
revenue from the sale of around

You know, comrades, privatisation
is an ugly word which covers even
uglier policies.
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The abolition of the G.L.C. and six
other labour-controlled metropolitan councils owes nothing to
greater efficiency and financial
savings. Their abolition was
Thatcher's response to the Tories
failure to destroy labour electoral
support in our major cities.

strike and now again at Wapping
owes nothing to law and order anymore than does their increased
powers of arbitrary arrest and
detention.
All these attacks on our freedoms
are components of a much wider
strategy. Thatcher's ultimate aim is
the destruction of democracy and
the creation of a one-party state.
Finally, comrades, Plato said,
"People get the type of
Government they deserve." I say
this may be the last chance we
have to get our act together.
Tomorrow could be too late!

The banning of unions at G.C.H.Q.
owes nothing to fears about
National Security, nor does the
draconian anti-trade union legislation and punitive financial penalties
awarded against unions in struggle
owe anything to making unions
more accountable.
The mass mobilisation of police to
prevent strikers reaching picketlines as we saw during the miners

by Elizabeth Blackman

Solidarity greetings
from Save Our NHS
Leicestershire on
International
Workers’ Day.
Fight for a mass
movement to save
our NHS.

Solidarity & fraternal
greetings from GMB
Leicestershire Branch
to all trade unionists
on May Day

http://
saveournhsleicestershire.org/
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HISTORIC PAGE FROM 1986
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1988 PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
1988 has begun well for the trade
union and labour movement in
Britain, with every sign that the
working class, led by the car
workers, seamen and health workers is beginning to say, "enough is
enough."

step down and make way for
leaders who are prepared to lead a
fightback.

As we look forward to another May
Day celebration, the Leicester and
District Trades Union Council can
be proud of its recognition of the
INTERNATIONAL nature of the
struggle against capitalism. We
reject the narrow minded chauvinist
solutions to the international crisis.
We salute the heroic struggles of
the peoples of South Africa,
Palestine, Nicaragua and Ireland
against oppression. We welcome,
this May Day, speakers on these
International working class causes.

There should be no room for
complacency however, as the Tory
state machine grinds forward with
further attacks on independent
trade unions, and the basic civil
liberties of their members.
The poll tax proposals represent a
further gain for the rich at the
expense of the poor, and will
undoubtedly disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands of anti-Tory
voters • not least the millions of unemployed people who are soon to
be forced to work for their
miserable dole money.

May I take this opportunity of
thanking the delegates and the
executive committee members for
their support, and wish all trade
unionists a "STOP THE ROT KEEP UP THE GOOD FIGHT"
1988.

The Education and Local
Government Bills both steer us
rapidly towards an ever more
deeply divided society, ruled from
the centre by an authoritarian
regime.

United in action we can go from
strength to strength.
Finally, I urge all local trade union
branches to affiliate to the
Leicester and District Trades Union
Council.

Rank and file trade unionists must
step up the pressure on our
leaders to defend working class
interests before it is too late or else

by Phil Hardy
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HISTORIC COVER FROM 1991
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LEICESTER UNEMPLOYED WORKERS
CENTRE (LUWC) SUPPORTS A RANGE
OF INITIATIVES TO TACKLE POVERTY
AND FINANCIAL HARDSHIP IN THE
GARMENT INDUSTRY
Set up by and liaising with
Leicester & District Trades Union
Council (L&DTUC), with the
objective to support those in
poverty or at risk of poverty and
financial hardship, LUWC Limited,
a registered charity, supports a
range of initiatives in the garment
sector. Some are as follows:
1.
Trade Union recognition
Many newspaper articles with
headlines such as `Dark Factories`
and `Leicester is a Vipers Nest`
have been published post the
ground breaking research by Nik
Hammer and his team at the
University of Leicester into labour
exploitation and poverty wages in
Leicester’s garment sector. One
conclusion from that research
adopted by Fashion-workers
Advice Bureau – Leicester (FAB-L),
of which LUWC is a member of the
steering committee, is the need for
trade unions in an industry that
went from majority recognition at
the end of the last century to, just
ten years ago, having less than 8%
membership within UNITE, GMB
and Community .

Highfields Centres FAB – L. is
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funded by the TUC, GMB, UNITE
and some Brands. It also includes
the Ethical Trading Initiative and
Labour Behind the Label on the
Highfields Centre chaired steering
committee. It is recognised that
through increased trade union
recognition that an increase in pay
and removal of sweatshop
conditions is achievable.
2. Industry Level Agreements
Capitalism has failed. Wages need
to be taken out of competition
either through minimum wage
legislation or collective bargaining,
rather than by pure market power.
As Nik Hammer says, no solution
will be viable in the long term
unless trade unions and workers at
the factory level do have a voice
and are integrated into the auditing
procedures that exist in the
industry.
3. Access to Benefit Entitlement
– Decent Welfare Rights Advice
– End the stigma
LUWC believe there is a need for
quality Social Welfare Law Advice
(SWEL) which is best delivered by
trained and paid workers. While
recognising that £millions go

unclaimed in Leicester, a citywide
social welfare partnership group
was concerned about having a
benefit take-up campaign because
they did not have the capacity to
cope. There is also concern about
providers of SWEL Advice that rely
heavily on volunteers because of
the inconsistency of knowledge
and application that could ruin the
lives of claimants if they got it
wrong.

Government at one time said a way
to find out if someone is entitled to
welfare benefit support is to apply.
Many who applied found that they
were not entitled, were then subject
to a campaign by a newspaper of
vilification calling those that had
applied `scroungers`. The State
must end the stigma of benefit
entitlement and provide properly
resourced advisors.
4. Income Equality – Spirit Level
Billionaires including those in the
garment sector continue to profit.
Nik Hammer found two drivers in
the garment sector – large global
corporations sourcing and driving
prices down and Regulators who
find it difficult to enforce laws in the
sector – so that manufacturers
have to undercut costs, mainly
wages, in order to get orders.

Wilkinson and Kate Pickett,
countered a perception that the
prosperity of the few is to the
ultimate benefit of all. They argue
that, among the rich countries of
the world, states with less
inequality in incomes perform
better on a wide range of social
indicators as supported by
evidence on diverse phenomena
such as reported happiness,
mortality, obesity, teenage
pregnancy, social mobility, drug
use and the incidence of violence.
Wilkinson and Pickett then
produced another book `The Inner
Level: How More Equal Societies
Reduce Stress, Restore Sanity and
Improve Everyone’s Well-being
(Pub.2018)`.
F. D. Roosevelt tried to introduce a
maximum income post the great
economic depression and while not
getting there he was able to bring a
tax rate in 1944 of 94% on the rich
in the USA. This policy was
combined with a massive growth in
trade union recognition and
membership which had an
international dimension.

by Mark Mizzen
Secretary, LUWC Limited
Leicester
Unemployed Workers Centre Limited.
Trustees: Lyn
Hurst, Jill Hay,
Alan Stanley and
Mark Mizzen

LUWC supports the L&DTUC and
National Trades Councils policy for
a maximum income on the rich
alongside a national decent
minimum wage. In their book `The
Spirit Level: Why More Equal
Societies Almost Always Do Better
(Pub.2010)` authors Richard
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Solidarity greetings from the organisers of the

facebook.com/StopLeicsWPL
instagram.com/stopleicesterwpl
twitter.com/StopLeicsWPL
Text “GET INVOLVED”
to 07473 600 415

12

PCS Midlands are delighted to contribute to the Mayday Festival in
Leicester, a city rich in culture and trade unionism, it has perhaps
never been more important that all cities and towns in the UK
celebrate International Workers Day, at a time that trade unions and
members are subject to a fundamental attack from government.
Congratulations to Leicester & District Trades Union Council on
reaching your 150-year anniversary! — PCS Midlands Region

May Day Greetings!
Leicester Unemployed
Workers Centre,
A registered charity.
www.luwc.info
Email: contact@luwc.info
Twitter: @LeicUWC
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COMING SOON TO LEICESTER THE
FILM 'A MANO ARMADA' (`WITH A
GUN IN THEIR HANDS`) AND THE
FIGHT IN ASTURIAS
NORTHERN SPAIN
Arrangements are being made by
the Leicester International Brigade
Committee with L&DTUC to bring
the film, 'A Mano Armada' (`With a
gun in their hands`) to Leicester at
local venues including Highfields
Centres new film auditorium,
Secular Hall and the GFTU Quorn
Grange Hotel.
The film has been selected by the
New York International Film
Festival, covers the period of the
Anti-Francoist guerrilla, the
marquis, the organisation that in
Spain, since the end of the Spanish
Civil War, continued the fight
against the government of
Franco´s dictatorship and kept
fighting in defence of the Spanish
Republic legitimacy. The movie
explores deeply the daily fight
developed by the marquis guerrilla
in Asturias and the terror and
repression regime that their
families had to endure for decades,
a reality followed by the institutional
ostracism of that reality by the
Spanish authorities, resulting in a
generational oblivion of their very
existence. Now the Spanish people
are learning about their past as
they dig up mass graves of
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thousands of victims of fascism,
murders that went on until the
1970`s. Today the far right are
returning as if normalised and in
Spain never left.
FAMYR (Asturian Federation of
Memory and Republic) which
supported the film production tries
to build the memory of the recent

past more related with the values
that are deeply anti fascist in the
Asturian present through many
actions including research, public
meetings, keeping record of the
testimony of every witness,
providing material to support legal
claims in court and creating teaching material to be used in schools
and the educational field.

For further information email:
Leicester@red-thread.org.uk

The film uses the expert testimony
of several scholars and setting an
open debate with the public that
attends the event, to raise
awareness among the younger
generations about the dangers that
lay inside totalitarian ideologies
and the problem that implies.

May Day greetings from

Proud to Celebrate
and Support
International
Workers’ Day/
May Day

facebook.com/leicestersocialistalternative
instagram.com/leicestersocialistalternative
twitter.com/LeicSocAlt
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